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_THESE LAST-MINUTE TRAVEL DEALS
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ast year Shermxka Du
L traveled to Tokyo for the tr
The best part:

$700off the e original p
up deal alerts and checki
daily,” says Dunner, who sputted the savmgs on
travelocity.com about a month before her trip.
“Jt was truly ablessing for my sister and me to
be able to see the world on the cheap.” >
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Conventional wisdom says traveling to
adestination during the off-season
(think the Caribbean in the summer)
is the best way to get a great deal. This
year, however, things are different. “In
arecovering economy, the travel
industry is getting creative about
discounts,” explains travel expert
Valarie D’Elia of New York City’s NY1
Channel. Expect an extra night’s stay,
free breakfast, dinner at the chef’s
table and more to seal the deal.

Though the holidays are typically
high season for many locales, D’Elia
says deals can still be had by traveling
midweek (for resorts) or on the week-
end (for cities), or by asking for perks
like free parking and resort credits.
We've tracked down fantastic last-
minute gems for beachy family fun,
romantic rendezvous and even a
couple of girlfriend getaways. Check
out our favorite jaunts for a little fun
in the sun at a price that’s right.

s 2
Girlfriend Escapes
Kick back with your BFFs at one of
these decadent retreats

PHULAY BAY, A RITZ-CARLTON
RESERVE, THAILAND

It’s a haul to get to this posh resort,
which is setin the lush province of
Krabiin southern Thailand, but once
you’re there, you're in heaven. Border-
ing the Andaman Sea, the decadent

spot features luxe villas, butler service,

tropical gardens and a stunning spa.
DEAL: The Peace of Mind Package lets
you stay five nights for the price of four
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and includes a welcome gift, daily break-
fast for two, free Wi-Fiand daily boat
trips to Hong Island.

SAVINGS: Rates average $400 per
night, for a savings of about 20 per-
cent. Deal available until December
22, 2011; phulaybay.com.

HOTEL PALOMAR, SAN FRANCISCO
Get gift shopping out of the way
during a girls’ weekend in vibrant San
Francisco. Located downtown, this
chic boutique hotel hosts nightly wine
hours and a lively atmosphere.

DEAL: The Shop ’Til You Drop Pack-
age includes deluxe room accommoda-
tions, a $50 Bloomingdale’s gift card
and 15 percent off certificate to Bloom-
ingdale’s, a personal Bloomingdale’s
shopper (upon request), special gift and
in-room post-shopping champagne.
SAVINGS: Rates start at $239 per night
for a savings of 25 percent, valid Novem-
ber 25-December 25. Use code SHOP
when booking; hotelpalomar-sf.com.

Setupa r;lay-
_ date for your

al Ritz-Carlton
4 Reservein
Thailand.

HOTEL VINTAGE PLAZA
PORTLAND, OREGON

Take advantage of tax-free shopping
with a weekend at this charming,
wine-themed boutique hotel.

DEAL: The Shop ’Til You Lemon Drop
Package includes accommodations,
plus two Lemon Drop cocktails,
complimentary yoga passes, holiday
discounts from Pioneer Place Mall and
a nightly wine hour in the lobby.

AVINGS: Rooms start at $189 per
mght, the hotel will waive the 12.5
percent nightly sales tax, so if you stay
two nights, that’s a savings of 25
percent (plus the other goodies). No
end date; use code PDROP when
booking; vintageplaza.com.

I u | B\

Family Fun

Savor precious downtime at these kid-
friendly holiday spots

SANDPEARL RESORT, CLEARWATER
BEACH, FLORIDA

In honor of Winter, the amputee
dolphin whose story is told in the hit
movie Dolphin Tale, this eco-chic
spot has a special water-themed deal.
Kids will really enjoy taking partin
astronomy nights and making
s’mores at the beach.

L: The Winter the Dolphin
Family Package includes accommo-
dations for a family of four, daily
breakfast for two adults and two
children, two tickets to the
Clearwater Marine Aquarium and a
copy of the book Winter’s Tale by
Mark Helprin (Mariner Books).
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